Town of Atlanta

Atlanta is the capital and the most populous city of the state of Georgia, and the core city of the ninth most
populous metropolitan area in the United States. It is the county seat of Fulton County, although portions of the
city extend into DeKalb County. As of July 2006, the city of Atlanta had a population of 486,411 and a
metropolitan population of 5,138,223, making it the nation's ninth-largest metro area. Residents of the city are
known as Atlantans.

Geography:

According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 343.0 km , (132 sq mi). 341.2 km ,
(132 sq mi) of it is land and 1.8 km _ (1 sq mi) of it is water. The total area is 0.51% water. At about 1,050 feet
(320 m) above mean sea level (the airport is 1,010 feet (308 m)), Atlanta sits atop a ridge south of the
Chattahoochee River.

The Eastern Continental Divide line enters Atlanta from the south, proceeding to downtown. From downtown, the
divide line runs eastward along DeKalb Avenue and the CSX rail lines through Decatur.?” Rainwater that falls on
the south and east side runs eventually into the Atlantic Ocean while rainwater on the north and west side of the
divide runs into the Gulf of Mexico.2

The latter is via the Chattahoochee River, part of the ACF River Basin, and from which Atlanta and many of its
neighbors draw most of their water. Being at the far northwestern edge of the city, much of the river's natural
habitat is still preserved, in part by the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area. Downstream however,
excessive water use during droughts and pollution during floods has been a source of contention and legal
battles with neighboring states Alabama and Florida.

Demographics:

According to the 2000 census, there were 416,474 people (486,411 in the July 2006 estimate), 168,147
households, and 83,232 families residing in the city. The population density was 1,221/km , (3,161/mi ). There
were 186,925 housing units at an average density of 548/km , (1,419/mi ). The racial makeup of the city was
59.39% Black, 33.22% White, 2.93% Asian, 0.18% Native American, 0.04% Pacific Islander, 1.99% from
other races, and 1.24% from two or more races. 6.49% of the population were Hispanic or Latino of any race.x
The city also has one of the largest gay populations in the nation; according to 2006 UCLA survey estimate,
Atlanta had the third highest percentage (12.8%) of gay, lesbian, and bisexual couples among the fifty largest
cities in the United States.

There were 168,147 households out of which 22.4% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 24.5%
were married couples living together, 20.7% had a female householder with no husband present, and 50.5%
were nonfamilies. 38.5% of all households were made up of individuals and 8.3% had someone living alone
who is 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.30 and the average family size was 3.16.

In the city the population was spread out with 22.3% under the age of 18, 13.3% from 18 to 24, 35.2% from
25 to 44, 19.4% from 45 to 64, and 9.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 32 years.
For every 100 females there were 98.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.
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Recommended attractions:

Atlanta Civic Center: http://www.atlantaciviccenter.com/

Atlanta College of Art Gallery: http://www.aca.edu/gall_acag.htm
Atlanta Opera: hitp://www.atlantaopera.org

Atlanta Cyclorama & Civil War Museum: http://www.bcaatlanta.com/index.php2pid=81
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